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living with Sita on the banks of the Godavari. After this
failure, Azam Shah had retired to the imperial headquarters.
At the same time as the emperor sent a force by land, he
sent by sea from Surat a fleet of foodstuffs to relieve his
son's immediate wants. Unhappily for the Moghuls the
food-ships fell into Maratha hands. The troops, however,
under Ruhulla Khan successfully reached their goaP. On
die 18th May, 1684, the remnants of Shah Alain's army
found the welcome shelter of the walls of Ahmadnagar.

In spite of Shah Alain's retreat, his own failure to take
0-oa seems to have weighed heavily on the Maratha King's
mind. Since the discovery of the Shirke plot, he distrusted
his Maratha officers, with the single exception of his
cavalry commander, Hambirrao Mohite, a blunt and gallant
soldier, whose nature somewhat resembled his own. Un-
willing, in view of his great services to Shivaji, to dismiss
Moro Pingle from the post of Peshwa, he yet would not
give him either power or responsibility. These he gave in
full measure to a certain Kalasha, by caste a Kanoja or
Kanauj Brahman. He was a member of an obscure clan
who near Allahabad lived on the offerings of certain
Deccan families. These employed as priests the members
of Kalasha's caste, whenever they made pilgrimages to
Allahabad or Benares, Among the clients of Kalasha's
family were the Bhosles and Kalasha seems to have beou
privy to Shivaji's escape from Agra and to have boon
intimate with Sambhaji, while the latter remained behind
at Mathura. With the charming manners of Northern
India he won a great influence over the young prince,
which lasted until his death- Shortly after Sambhaji bo-
came king, he made Kalasha his chief executive officer
with the titles of Kavi Kalasha or of Kalasha the poet and
Chandagomatya.f But Kalasha, $ admirably suave and

* History of Aumigzib, p. 294, vol. JV-

fTho meaning of this word is doubtful, but probably it means "learned iw
toe Vcdas."

I The correct Hindi spelling of thfo word is Kalaaha (or jar).